70     A MODERN PILGRIM IN MECCA
now fronted by a small elaborately carved arch with many candles at the sides. Here we were directed to pray the two rukkas customary on entering the mosque.* While doing so, we were the objects of much comment on the part of a group of guides standing round. Abdul Wahid they at once identified as a " Bagdadi," but they could not agree about me. Some said " Persian/' others " from Bussorah." When we got up they asked us who we were. I said I was a derweish, a wanderer on the face of the earth. One of them tried me in Persian, at which I laughed and shook my head. Then he offered to tako us round for a dollar, to which we agreed. As we walked across to the tomb, he told me that he would recite for us a special invocation, which was inoffensive to the prejudices of the Sheia sect. I thanked him, but said I was not a Sheie.f This puzzled him,for he had made up his mind that I was a Persian. The Sheia detest Abu Bakar and Omar, so their names are either left out of tho " visitation " altogether, or else they merely say, "Peace be with you, companion of the Apostle." The Sunna, on the other hand, say a long greeting to both.
Until quite recent years, the Sheia heresy was held in such detestation in the holy cities that Persians and others professing it ran considerable danger there, and were not infrequently ill-treated, or even killed. They retaliated by venting their spite in curses on Abu Bakar, Omar, and the others whose memory they have been brought up to hate. Latterly, however, a more reasonable attitude has prevailed on botfr sides. A Sheie need no longer hide himself like an infidel. He may openly proclaim his opinion, and the guardians of the sanctuary need fear no acts of vandalism on his part. " We cannot bless," is the modern and reasonable view, "but need not curse."
Arrived at the railings, we were directed to peer between the bars. Nothing more is visible than the folds of the green curtain I have described. Then, standing back, our guide repeated the salutation to the Prophet, at the
* Beside the five regular prayers which, are compulsory, there are many occasions on which " Sunna," or optional prayers, are enjoined. Such occasions are on entering a mosque, sighting the new moon, giving thanks, when in danger, or thirsty, and many others.
| See note, p. 33, " Bedou."